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IGERIA was never
like this,” said SFC
Abayomi Emiabata, a
District of Columbia
Army National Guard

MSG Bob Haskell works for the National Guard
Bureau’s Public Affairs Office in Arlington, Va.

Battling the Blizzards❅
❅
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Nearly 800 members of
the National Guard — the
equivalent of a reinforced
battalion — responded to
what USA Today called
“the biggest storm much
of the country has seen in
a decade.”

Throughout the eastern states, National
Guard personnel and vehicles — such as
this Humvee belonging to the Washing-
ton, D.C., Guard — helped local govern-
ments and communities in the aftermath
of the Presidents’ Weekend blizzard.

soldier who grew up in that country.
He spent the Presidents Day

holiday weekend in February helping
people dig out from a blizzard that
prevented government offices and
businesses from opening for at least a
day, and kept many people on the East
Coast indoors for several days.

Nearly 800 members of the
National Guard — the equivalent of a
reinforced battalion — responded to
what USA Today called “the biggest
storm much of the country has seen in
a decade,” by helping local authorities
in eight states.

Some 350 Guard soldiers were on
state active duty in Maryland alone,
National Guard officials said.

Delaware peaked at 134 Guard
soldiers, while New Jersey pressed 84
into state active duty and Kentucky
called up more than 100 to help clear
storm-strewn debris and power up
generators.

Troops in New Jersey, New York
and Virginia also supported the effort.
The total included nine members of
the Air National Guard on duty in

Delaware, Kentucky and West
Virginia.

Many of the Guard troops rolled
out in Humvees to transport police
officers over streets and roads clogged
with drifting snow and buried cars,
and to transport emergency personnel
to work.

Emiabata and SSG Mark Steedley,
full-time members of the D.C.
Guard’s counterdrug team, were
among 40 D.C. Guard soldiers who
participated. The two were assigned to
the Metropolitan Police Department’s
Third District, which covers an area
encompassing some 30 city blocks.

“We did the same thing during the
storm in January 1996,” said

Emiabata, as he and Steedley pa-
trolled the district with Metropolitan
Police officer Sylvester Jackson.

Earlier in the day, they’d pulled a
police cruiser out of deep snow with a
Humvee. That was after they pulled
out the vehicle that was initially
dispatched to rescue the cruiser.

The two Guard soldiers had also
driven the police department’s
supervisor across town the previous
evening to appear at a press confer-
ence at DuPont Circle.

“I like working with the MPD,”
said Emiabata, who has helped foster
that relationship between the D.C.
police force and the National Guard
over the past 14 years. “The only
difference is our uniforms. Otherwise,
they make sure we have the same
things and that we are extended the
same courtesies.”

That feeling of respect seems to
be mutual.

“These are sharp personnel,” said
Jackson, who was working with
National Guard troops for the first
time. “I can work with these guys
anytime.”  
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